
The Misunderstood Jesus?
John 5:18-23

Intro: 

Enlightened, Modern critical thinkers would have us to believe that Jesus never claimed to 
be equal to God, only that He was misunderstood.

How about the hoopla over the papyri found recently.

Harvard divinity professor Karen King unveiled the 4th-Century Coptic script at a  
conference in Rome.

She said researchers had identified the words "Jesus said to them, 'my wife'", which might  
refer to Mary Magdalene.

Christian tradition holds that Jesus did not marry - but Prof King said in early years it was  
subject to debate.

What do you think, was Jesus misunderstood, or was He making Himself crystal 
clear?

The Lord’s Apology:

I. Begins with the emphatic statement. Vs.19

 “Most Assuredly”.

Verily, verily (KJV) or truly, truly (NASB) is an exact translation of the double Greek  
“AMEN, AMEN”, but our “Most assuredly” (NKJV) is dynamically translated to  
give us the clear meaning. When the same 2 words are used together, it is emphatic  
and most important.

Our Lord was announcing that He had important news that would clear up any  
misunderstanding, and then He proceeds to explain so clearly and directly (no  
proverbs) that the only conclusion anyone would come away with, could be that He 
is deity or He's crazy!

J.C. Ryle says that these verses are among the richest doctrinal teachings on the  
deity of Christ. They are deep and somewhat beyond human conprehension.

II. Ends with an unique relationship. Vs.19-23

A. The unique nature of the Father and the Son. Vs.19

Rom. 15:14; Rev.2:2 examples of the same word behind “can do nothing”.



The Son of God in perfect unison with the Father, mimics by choice the perfect 
essence of the Father and represents Him to us perfectly. (John 14:9 “If you've 
seen me you've seen the Father”)

B. The unique love of the Father and the Son. Vs.20

We have previously examined the various Greek words for love. There are those
who think the only love for Christians is AGAPE. Not so!

Jesus, chose the word for filial love here. The perfect choice to rock the boat of 
the Jews, because it establishes the relationship between the Father and Son.

Also, the Greek word FILEO which is here employed, is a term of endearment which  
at the time was considered the highest form of love. It was through the New 
Testament that the word AGAPE was elevated to its prominent place in the church. 

It should also be noted that AGAPE is the unconditional love God extends to us in 
salvation and commands us to love others with, displaying the character of God, bu
as we shall see, filial (endearing love) is as much a part of our faith as AGAPE. 

1. Filial love expresses unity.

The following show the Greek word FILEO rather than AGAPE.

a. from God to us. (John 11:3; 16:27; 20:2; Rev 3:19)

b. from us to God. (1 Cor.16:22)

c. from one to the other. (Titus 3:15)

2. Filial love shows itself. “The Father loves the Son and shows Him...”

The 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians demonstrates the graces of love.

C. The unique work of the Father and the Son. Vs.20

1. The work of life.

The Father gives life in various ways, as was the hope of the Jews in the 
resurrection, and the Son gives life now to whomever He desires. That life is eternal 
and starts now!

He gives us everlasting life! Halleluiah! 



How great is that?

2. The work of judgment.

Something to consider, judgment may be suspended for a time, but it is always 
sure. This same Jesus who is referred to as the lamb of God, is also the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah. He is coming back and riding a white horse and judgment is 
His name.

D. The unique honor of the Father and the Son. Vs.23

Honor is worth! It is respect! Neither of which the Jews showed Jesus, and 
He made it clear that you cannot respect the Father unless you respect Him.

Conclusion:

The, nature, love, work, and honor of the Father and Son. Undeniably God!

Jesus certainly was who He claimed to be, and no amount of reasoning or education is 
going to change that. He was and is, God the Son. 

Our job, is to tell the world! And we communicate it best by loving, working, and honoring 
Him ourselves, then the world has a clearer picture.

Jesus is Lord!


