
Depravity 

Part 1 in the series “crucial Words of Faith” 

1 Tim 1:3 

 

Depravity means properly -  “moral corruption”. 

 

I. What is Depravity? 

 

A. When we speak of depravity we speak of sin, they are inseparable. 

 

According to J. Dwight Pentecost, There are at least ten words the scriptures use to describe sinful action. 

 

1. Transgression – used of personal sin. Overstepping the bounds of decency. 

2. Iniquity – that which is altogether wrong. 

3. Error – Sinner disregards the right or goes astray. 

4. Sin – That which falls short of the mark. 

5. Wickedness – The outworking of an evil nature. 

6. Evil – that which opposes the holiness of God. 

7. Ungodliness – a person who lacks respect for God. 

8. Disobedience – Unwillingness to be guided in the ways of truth. 

9. Unbelief – the failure to trust God. 

10. Lawlessness – Open contempt of divine law. 

 

B. These offenses are the result of depravity. 

 

Man is not depraved because he sins, he sins because he is depraved. 

 

 

II. How  does Depravity affect mankind? 

 

A. Depravity separates mankind from God. (Romans 3:23) 

 

This verse does not say that everyone has sinned in their person, but has sinned in Adam. 

 

B. Depravity enslaves mankind. (Romans 6:15-19) 

 

C. Depravity condemns mankind. 

1. To death.  (Rom.5:12; 6:23) 

2. To judgment.  (John 3:18,36) 

 

 

III. Who is Depraved? 

 

A. Everyone. 

 

1. Jeffrey Lionel Dahmer  



2. Theodore Robert "Ted" Bundy  

3. John Wayne Gacy, Jr.  

 

Certainly, these are by our estimation, depraved individuals, yet: 

 

4. Every member and visitor of this church. 

 

5. Pope Francis and all his predecessors.  

 

6.  Mary the mother of Jesus!! 

 

B. Only Jesus was different! 

 

  Jesus, fully  possessed two natures:  This is called the Hypostatic Union of Christ. 

1. His divine nature. 

2. His human nature.  

 

Both are seen in Phil 2:5- 

 

Jesus Christ had a human nature inherited from Mary, a Divine nature inherited from the Holy Spirit. 

 

IV. Where does Depravity come from? 

 

A. Adam, the father of the entire human race, became morally corrupt when he disobeyed God and ate of the 

forbidden fruit. 

 

1. Adam’s nature changed the day he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

2. Adam and Eve, had no children prior to their eating of the tree. 

 

B. Adam passed his new depraved nature to his offspring – us! The entire human race. (Rom.5:14; Eph.2:3) 

 

 

Conclusion:  There is a remedy for depravity, and it is found only in the relationship of the Lord Jesus Christ. No one 

can live cleanly enough. No one can do enough good works. No one can come to God on their own 

righteousness.  

 

We come to God on His terms through the merit of His Son, through whom we inherit a new nature and 

the indwelling Spirit of God, passing from death into life! 

 

John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  

 
 


