
Being Christian 

Acts 11:26 

 

 

Χριστιανός = Used only three times in the Bible (N.T.). 

 

Acts 26:28 (NKJV) — 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a 
Christian.”  

1 Peter 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let 
him glorify God in this matter.  

 

 

 

Since members of the group constantly talked about Christ, they were called Christians, 

meaning the “household” or “partisans” of Christ. Some satire may have been intended in the 

name. For instance, since the “Augustinians” were an organized group who led the public praise 

of the emperor Nero Augustus, the citizens of Antioch may have made a comparable Latinized 

name out of Christ as a joke. Similar groups included Herod’s partisans, the Herodians. “Christ” 

was an unusual and meaningless name to Gentiles, but Chrestos (meaning “good” or “kind”) 

was a common name; some pagans called the new sect “Chrestians.”1 

 

 As far as the etymology of the word, The basic meaning is one who follows or emulates Christ. 

 

 

Christians are disciples.  

This is not a spectator faith.  

There are many today who preach an easy believism: just say this prayer and 

you’re all set. 

 

 Or 

 

  That you can be saved and not be a disciple of Christ! 

 

I. The criteria for disciples. 

 
                                                           

1 Elwell, W. A., & Comfort, P. W. (2001). In Tyndale Bible dictionary. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 



A. They follow the Master. 

Matthew 8:23 (NKJV) — 23 Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed 
Him.  

Matthew 9:19 (NKJV) — 19 So Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His 
disciples.  

Matthew 16:24 (NKJV) — 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  

B. They are submissive to their master.  

Matthew 10:24 (NKJV) — 24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant 
above his master.  

Luke 6:40 (NKJV) — 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is 
perfectly trained will be like his teacher.  

C. They are willing to give up everything for the Master.  

Luke 14:26 (NKJV) — 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he 
cannot be My disciple.  

Luke 14:27 (NKJV) — 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple.  

Luke 14:33 (NKJV) — 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he 
has cannot be My disciple. 

 

D. They multiply. 

Acts 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were 
obedient to the faith.  

Acts 14:21 (NKJV) — 21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,  

 

 



 

II. A new life for disciples. 

Acts 2:40–42 (NKJV) — 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted 
them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who 
gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls 
were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

 

A. If they aren’t growing they’re dead.   

Romans 6:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let 
sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not 
present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.  

James 2:17 (NKJV) — 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.  

James 2:20 (NKJV) — 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead?  

B. If they are growing they are glorifying God. 

1. They are not entangled with the affairs of the world. 

2 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the 
affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.  

 

2. They are walking in the spirit. 

Acts 13:50–52 (NKJV) — 50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent 
women and the chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 But they shook off the dust 
from their feet against them, and came to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  

 



III. Practical Ideas for Disciples. 

It seems the most difficult part of staying committed is to not be swayed by the pressing 
matters of life. 

There are three things which must become habitual in our lives if we are to overcome the 
temptation to backslide: 

A. Constant prayer and time with God. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) — 17 pray without ceasing,  

B. Daily reading and study of the Word. 

Psalm 119:11 (NKJV) — 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin 
against You.  
 
Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) — 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.  

C. Regular fellowship with strong believers. 

Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:14 (NKJV) — 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 
communion has light with darkness?  

 


