
Imputation 

Crucial Words of Faith Series – Part 4 

Synopsis  

The crediting by God to believers with righteousness on account of Jesus Christ. Paul argues that Abraham did 

nothing which earned him the status of being righteous in the sight of God. Rather, Abraham believed the 

promise of God, and for that reason was granted the status of being righteous before God. Likewise, all who 

trust in Jesus Christ have righteousness imputed to them--that is, reckoned as if it was theirs. Imputation should 

not be confused with impartation. Believers are not made right ethically (impartation), but put right relationally 

(imputation). What God changes is not the character of believers but their legal standing before him. From this 

new position, believers are called to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in sanctification so that their character 

increasingly reflects their new standing.  

So essentially imputation is a legal term specifically associated with accounting! 

When I was a child I remember my Grandparents had an account with the corner grocer. My 

grandmother would do all her shopping there because there simply were no Big grocery stores back 

then. All our groceries were bought at the corner store. Well, as children we would at times walk to the 

store and allowed to get some candy! It would be totally free, because we did not have to pay for it. It 

would be charged to my grandmother’s account. We would say just put it on my grandmother’s tab. We 

enjoyed this “free” benefit, until my sister blabbed to the kids in the neighborhood that the candy was 

free at the store and all they had to do was tell them to put it on my grandparents tab. But, you see, the 

debt we unknowingly owed was reckoned to a ledger. This is imputation! 

We shall look at three aspects of imputation essential to the Christian Faith. 

1. Adam’s sin imputed to mankind. 

2. Our sin imputed to Jesus Christ. 

3. Christ’s righteousness imputed to us. 

 

I. General Examples of Imputation in the Bible. 

1. Paul speaking to Philemon regarding Onesimus says in Philemon 18 
18

 But if he has wronged 

you or owes anything, put that on my account.  

 

2. Leviticus 17:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 “Whatever man of the house of Israel who kills an ox or 

lamb or goat in the camp, or who kills it outside the camp, 4 and does not bring it to the door 

of the tabernacle of meeting to offer an offering to the LORD before the tabernacle of the 

LORD, the guilt of bloodshed shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood; and that man 

shall be cut off from among his people,  

 

3. Genesis 15:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward 

heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall 



your descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness.  

We shall see this repeated by the Apostle Paul in Galatians and Romans! 

II. Biblical Type of Imputation. 

Leviticus 16:21 (NKJV) — 21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, 

confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning 

all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by 

the hand of a suitable man.  

 

III. Adam’s Sin Imputed to Mankind. 

In our first message dealing with depravity, we found that man’s depravity was inherited by 

Adam. This is positional and experiential. But there is a legal side to it, and God, the Great 

Accountant has a ledger where He keeps a record. 

Romans 5:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin 

was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from 

Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression 

of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  

IV. Believer’s Sins Imputed to Christ. 

 

Because Jesus Christ was the only person to live a sinless life, He alone is capable of bearing the sin 

of the world, fulfilling the righteous requirements of the law, and satisfy the wrath of Almighty God, 

thus accepting the imputation of mankind’s debt. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

Isaiah 53:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did 

not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed 

Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 

was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes 

we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; 

And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  

 

V. Christ’s Righteousness Imputed to Believers. 

 



A. Reckoned through faith not works. 

Galatians 3:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness.” 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 

gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” 9 So then 

those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.  

Romans 4:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace 

but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is accounted for righteousness,  

Romans 4:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was 

imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised 

up Jesus our Lord from the dead,  

 

B. Accomplished through the justice of God. 

 

Romans 4:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or 

upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 

circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 

righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of 

all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to 

them also,  

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) —21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 


