
Redemption 

Crucial Words of Faith Series – Part 6 

 

WATERBURY — The 18th-century slave called Fortune was laid to rest on Thursday, 215 years after he died, at a 
memorial service in Waterbury attended by hundreds of mourners, more than a dozen clergy and a gospel choir. 

Fortune, who was enslaved by a Waterbury doctor, was never buried after his 1798 death because his owner wanted to 
use Fortune's bones to teach anatomy. In the 20th century, Fortune's skeleton was used as an exhibit at the Mattatuck 
Museum in Waterbury.   

A project started in 1996 to discover the history of the museum's skeleton culminated in Thursday's burial, which was as 
dignified as demanded by the occasion, both a man's funeral and a touchstone in the history of the city's African 
American community. 

Fortune's bones lay in state for five hours at the state Capitol in Hartford on Thursday morning, then were taken to St. 
John's Episcopal Church on the Green, the Waterbury parish in which Fortune was baptized in 1797. 

His remains arrived in a silver hearse escorted by state police cars. The procession was greeted on the steps of St. John's 
by a bagpiper playing "Amazing Grace" and "The Water is Wide." 

Eight pallbearers carried the simple, dark wood casket into the church, where it was draped in satin and carried into the 
high-ceilinged, elegantly arched sanctuary. A racially mixed group of more than 300 people gathered to celebrate the 
legacy of a man who, in life and death, was treated like a possession: something to be owned, dismembered, studied, 
exhibited and later boxed up in a museum archive. 

Amy Welin, rector of St. John's, led the service. Biblical readings chosen for the occasion evoked the specter of slavery: 

"There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female, for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus." 

"I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what his master is doing." 

After the readings, Welin said from the pulpit, "It is with restored dignity his bones will be buried. … We bury Mr. 
Fortune not as a slave but as a child of God who is blessed. … We must refuse to give in to the forces that seek to 
diminish us." 

Mr. Fortune was finally redeemed from a life of bondage and exploitation, even if it took 215 years to accomplish. It was 
the authority of the state of Connecticut that loosed Fortune from his posthumous plight. It is this loosening that we 
shall explore today in the word Redemption. 
 

Explanation of term:  

 

 Λυτρόω  = To Loose –  

 

Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 

purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.  

1 Peter 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,  



 ἀγοράζω  = To buy or purchase –  

 

Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to 
open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation,  

 

 

 These two root words comprise the subtle differences between the two aspects of redemption. 

 

I. Redemption in the O.T. 

 

The motive for redemption is love.  

 

Deuteronomy 7:8 (NKJV) — 8 but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath 
which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you 
from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  

A. The picture of redemption is presented in the sacrificial offerings. 

 

Exodus 13:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 that you shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb, that is, every 
firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males shall be the LORD’s. 13 But every 
firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not redeem it, then you shall break its 
neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.  

B. Redemption prefigured in lawful practices. 

 

1. Laws guiding animals and owner responsibility. 

 

Exodus 21:28–32 (NKJV) — 28 “If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall 
surely be stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 29 
But if the ox tended to thrust with its horn in times past, and it has been made known to his 
owner, and he has not kept it confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, the ox shall be 
stoned and its owner also shall be put to death. 30 If there is imposed on him a sum of money, 
then he shall pay to redeem his life, whatever is imposed on him. 31 Whether it has gored a son 
or gored a daughter, according to this judgment it shall be done to him. 32 If the ox gores a male 
or female servant, he shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be 
stoned.  

 

2. Limitations on ransom payments. 

 

Numbers 35:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer 
who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death. 32 And you shall take no ransom for 



him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death 
of the priest.  

The O.T. picture of redemption is but a shadow of better things to come. 

 

Every law and ordinance served the purpose of pointing to what Christ would do for us. They are not 

an end to themselves.  

 

 In other words, it’s about Christ not about laws or rules. 

 

II. Redemption through Christ. 

 

A. Redemption is not found in any other.  

 

Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace  

 

1. Jesus taught this this Himself. 

Mark 10:45 (NKJV) — 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give His life a ransom for many.”  

 

2. The apostles continued to teach it. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 (NKJV) — 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption—  

Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless 
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.  

 

 

B. Only through His blood. 

 

Hebrews 9:12 (NKJV) — 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered 
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  

 

C. Secures the soul and provides for the physical body. 

 

Romans 8:19–23 (NKJV) — 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 
of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption 



into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and 
labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of 
our body.  

 

D. Results of redemption. 

Colossians 1:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins.  

 

1. Delivered from the power of darkness. 

2. Brought us into the kingdom of His dear Son. 

3. Forgives us of all our sins. 

 

4. Justifies us and frees us from the condemnation f the law. 

Galatians 4:5 (NKJV) — 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons.  

 

5. Frees us to live a new life in Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were 

bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.  

 

Conclusion:  

 

 If you are a child of the King today, you have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  

 

  You are no longer bound to a life of sin and bondage but bound to a life of freedom in Christ. 

 

   And that freedom is an opportunity to live every minute of your life in a godly manner. 

 

Perhaps you may be like Fortune in a sense, because you are dead to sin, alive to God in Christ, but 

continue to allow dead men’s bones to be on display. 

 

 The Apostle says in Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.  


