
Repentance 

2 Cor.7:10 

Crucial Words of Faith series – Part 5 

 

Repentance: - The Greek word  μετάνοια, to change one’s way of life as the result of a complete 

change of thought and attitude with regard to sin and righteousness—‘to repent, to change one’s 

way, repentance.’
51 

 

 

 

I. Repentance is a requirement for receiving the grace of God.  

 

Luke 5:32 (NKJV) — 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 

repentance.”  

Luke 24:47 (NKJV) — 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

Acts 17:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, 

but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a 

day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”  

 

Some insists that repentance has no place in salvation, because that would be a 

work added to grace. Yet, as we shall see, repentance is necessary for the saving 

grace of God to be effectual.  

 

Where no repentance is, there is an accumulation of religious idea, yet with no 

genuine change of position. 

 

An individual merely adds Jesus to His either vacant or prodigious 

religious exercises. 

 

II. Repentance involves turning from sin. 

 

A. It is motivated by sorrow. 

B. It is strengthened by confession and forsaking of sin. 

 

                                                           
5 5 Though it would be possible to classify μετανοέω and μετάνοια in Domain 30 Think, the focal semantic feature of these terms is clearly 

behavioral rather than intellectual. 
1 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996).Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains. New York: United Bible Societies. 



 

III. Repentance involves turning to God.  

1 Thessalonians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 For they themselves declare concerning us 

what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to 

serve the living and true God,  

 

 

Lewis Sperry Chafer explains that repentance is not two separate events, turn from sin, 

turn to God, but one action where the individual turns to God as he turns from sin.  

 

IV. Repentance is not separate from Salvation but an integral part of it.  

 

We can thus say… 

 

A. It is the fruit of belief.  

Luke 3:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be 

baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to 

raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 9 And even now the ax is laid to 

the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.”  

Or… 

 

B. It is the evidence of faith.  

Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen.  

 

 

 


