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The game of baseball has some interesting rules: one of which is the Designated hitter or D.H. This 

position is recognized with the American League but not the National League. The idea is that the 

pitcher is a specialist whose job is to pitch and nothing but pitch. So, in steps the D.H. who, when the 

pitcher should take his rightful position in the lineup, substitutes for the Pitcher. The D.H. does what the 

pitcher could not.  

 

I. Substitution in the Bible. 
 

A. Abraham ‘s sacrifice substituted.  

 

Genesis 22:13 13 Then Abraham lifted •his eyes and looked, and there behind 
him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took •the 
ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.  

 

B. The Day of atonement. 

 

Leviticus 16:21–22 21 •Aaron shall lay •both his hands on the head of the live 
goat, y•confess over it •all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and •all their 
transgressions, concerning all their sins, z•putting •them on the head of the 
goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. 22 
•The goat 4shall abear on itself •all their iniquities to an 5uninhabited land; and 
he shall brelease •the goat in the wilderness.   

 

C. Levites substituted for first born. 

 

Numbers 3:12–13 12 “Now behold, kI Myself have taken •the Levites from among 
the children of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the 
children of Israel. Therefore the Levites shall be lMine, 13 because mall the 
firstborn are Mine. nOn the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
I sanctified to Myself all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast. They shall be 
Mine: I am the LORD.”   

 

D. The Suffering servant. 

 

Isaiah 53:4–6 4 Surely He has borne our 7griefs And carried our sorrows;  Yet we 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  5But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;  The chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  6All we like sheep have 



gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way;  And the LORD 5has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all.   

 

II. Jesus the Perfect Substitute. 

 

A. The Shepherd substituted for the sheep. 

John 10:11 (NKJV) — 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His 
life for the sheep.  

B. Jesus the substitute for Barrabbas.  

Matthew  27:15-25 

C. Jesus the substitute for all. 

Hebrews 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the 
grace of God, might taste death for everyone.  

D. Jesus, sin’s substitute. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 

Conclusion:  Yes, you and I should have died on that cruel cross. We should have paid for all 
eternity for our own sin. 

Yet, when we were without hope, Jesus died for us. That is He died in our place, 
on our behalf. 

 


